
Annual Report
October 1, 2023 – September 30, 2024



Mission Statement ●Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings 
people together to build homes, communities and hope.



A message  
from the desk at 
3602

October 2023 through September 2024 was a year of many different things for Habitat in Columbus.  It was an amazing thing to watch our friends from 
Michigan return to our community and teach us so much about the construction process for House 16.  They are like old friends now and enjoyed by all 
in our community.   Also loved helping Lorena and her four children realize  their dream of strength, stability, and self reliance through shelter.  

The biggest highlight of the year was entering into the partnership with Lakeview Community Schools for the Construction Trades Class to help build 
another Habitat house per year doubling our annual capacity!  The collaboration with six local banks to fund almost three years worth of this partnership 
made it all possible!

Our Board of Directors and supportive committee members worked together to fulfill our mission of bringing people together to build homes, 
community and hope.  Helping give others a decent place to live here in Columbus and even around the world leaves an impression for us all, both upon 
our hearts and their lives.  Our local impact has changed the lives of more than fifty people and benefitted the entire community in better employees, 
better students and better health.

The success of our second golf outing and the increase in our Club 82 members is worth celebrating.

Since our affiliation in 2010, we have rehabbed one home, built 16 new homes in Columbus (one in Schuyler)  and purchased and paid for the 
development for two tracts of land for building our Habitat homes. The Veteran Committee has completed two major exterior rehabs, two minor repairs, 
and another large bathroom remodel.  The Veteran committee also received a home, sold the contents, demolished the uninhabitable residence and sold 
the lot with the money being designated for a future veteran home.

We continued our partnership with the garden to provide space and resources for community gardens. 

Through God’s grace and our service and obedience, the impact will ripple for years throughout our community.



The Year in 
Review 
October 1, 2023 – September 30, 2024

● Engagement meetings with other Nebraska affiliates – Growing and Advocating together 

● Explored the possibility of a Restore in Columbus

● Announced the life changing news to our two homeowners

● Presented at Columbus Homebuilders, Golf Status webinar and KLIR Community Spotlight.  Also, Noon Lions Club, 
St. John’s ELCA, Scotus Service Fair

● Veteran property donation, auction, demolition, sale of property

● Major Veteran Repair Project (exterior deck and ramp) completed

● Campus Committee made 5,000 cookies

● Loan pool process presented and in production

● Ran campaign, purchased and outfitted new tool trailer

● Developed, planned and executed a successful golf outing

● Hired Executive Director as staff for affiliate

● Served area Veterans through VFW Fish Fry

● Staff attended first HFHI Affiliate Conference in Atlanta

● Participated in the Columbus Home Show

● Partnered with Lakeview Community Schools to build a Habitat home, awarded two scholarships

● Completed third blitz build and completion of Houses 15 and 16

● Completed NALO training with HFHI

● Purchase of New Hope 3 property outlined

● Grants received from State Farm, First Time Home buyers (NENEDD), FNBO, CAUW, FHL Bank of Topeka, and 
Eagles



Home Buying 
Program

Every home is a building block

House Fifteen (Lakeview 1 – 2024) total appraised value is 
$237,000.

House Sixteen (2024) total appraised value is $255,000.
HFH of Columbus has built 16 homes and still holds the 

mortgages for 11 homes in Columbus.
No houses were sold on the open market in 2024

All Habitat mortgage accounts are 
current. 

12 payments were 16-29  past due
8 payments were 30-59 past due

2  were 60+ days past due

The U.S. delinquency rates for 
home loans in the U.S. was 3.62% 

in 2023

For House 16, $122,936 worth of 
materials and labor were donated. 

 The total for House 15 was 
$83,100. 

 

Mortgage payments go back 
into our general operating 

fund to continue our efforts.
There was $38,000+ received 

in 2024.

Sixteen homes built.  Four 
sold (one in Schuyler).

Current total Value of 
Mortgages held by Habitat 
Columbus = $1,453,578



Volunteers

Helping build a world where 
everyone has a decent place to live

House 15-16
428 total unique 

volunteers
2,400 hours

We started a new partnership 
with Lakeview Community 

Schools Construction Trades 
Class to build a home.

Volunteer labor  valued at 
$80,376

National Per Hour Value is 
$33.49

Our three-person team from 
Detroit once again led our 
annual home build in April.



Volunteers 
 

400+ Individual Volunteers 
 

Contributing 2,400 hours 

The Golden Hammer 
Award 

 Volunteer 
2024 – Renee Held 

Corporate 
           2023 – Pinnacle Bank 

      Youth 
      2024 Cole Hottovy

The Habitat Volunteer Ladder for Build 2024 
The Volunteer Ladder is a way to recognize the selfless commitment and effort of the individuals 
on each house build.  Levels of recognition are based on cumulative volunteer sign-in hours on 
actual Build Days. 
  

First Rung Volunteer (10+ hours) – Hilda Alvarez, Jeff Ball, Yasmin Basulto, Dayami Corona, 
Kathy Darling, Steve DeWald, Ron Ernst, Joaquin Herrera, Doris Lux, Daniel Olmes, Cammy Otten, Rosa Pinto, 
Mary Plettner, Doug Reiger, Tiffany Rogers, Lisa Saenz, Bob Severson, Trent Tobiason, Jordan Williams 

	 Second Rung Volunteer (20+ hours) – Isabelle Arguello, Travis Hill, Chuck Keep, Rick Lemp, 	
Madeline Ley, 	Mary Lippstreu, Caleb Peters, Elijah Peters, Hananiah Peters, Nehemiah Peters, Jose Velzaquez	 , 	
Diamond Warland 

	 Third Rung Volunteer (30+ hours) – Denny Kinkaid, Doug Peters, Rocky Plettner, John 	
Sonntag, Lynne Veburg, Aaron Wilson 

	 Fourth Rung Volunteer (50+ hours) – Jim Hake, Renee Held, Jean Kurtenbach, Lynda Lemp, 	

Pat Pope, Chuck Sindelar	  

 	 Fifth Rung Volunteer (100+ hours) –Jim Hedemark, Angie Houser, Chuck Kinnison, Jordan 	

Lippstreu, Jim McCutcheon, Scot Norris, Lori Peters, Lorena Rivas, Jordan Sutton, Tom Thompson



Home Building 
Program
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Construction 
Costs Paid  
and  
Gifts in Kind 
Offered

Construction Costs and Gifts in Kind
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Monetary Assets

Habitat for Humanity of Columbus
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Financials 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fundraising 
Activities

Golf Outing Churches
Corporations
Club 82 Board Member
Christmas Mailing Individual

Revenue 
Sources

Fundraising
Home Payments
Investment Income
Grants
H4H
CorporateOperating 

Expenses

Construction Wages Fundraising
Programming



Donor 
Recognition 

 
124 Individual Donors 

 
$47, 705



CLUB 82 
Members 

 
Changing lives one foot at a 

time 
 

$82 = one square foot of 
the next Habitat home 

 
100 Members 

 
 

● Andy & 
Annette Alt, 
Kip & Deb 
Anderson, Jill 
Anding, 
Guadalupe 
Arcos, Mark & 
Kara Asmus, 
Dani Bayer, 
Jason 
Bergevin, 
Tammy and 
David 
Bichlmeier, 
Isaac Booth, 
Angela 
Brandenburg, 
Susan Brandt, 
Amanda 
Brewer, Brian 
& Kendrea 
Bunkers, 
Cameron and 
Nicole 
Brumbaugh, 
Craig Bybee, 
Dorothy 
Bybee, CCH 
Rehab 
Services (x2), 
Joe Chinn, 
Bryan 
Chochon, 
Richard Cimpl, 
Dee Condon, 
Pilokowski 
Construction, 
Ken and 
Robin Curry, 
Steve 
DeWald, 
Susanne 
Discoe, Betty 
Early, Laura 
Enquist, Tyler 
Engstrom, Ron 
and Ann Ernst, 
Jody Evans, 
Tricia and 
Cory Faust, 
Dorothy 
Glaser, Rick 
Grubaugh, Jim 
and Karen 

Hake, Rodger 
Hanak, Steve 
Heinisch, 
Renee Held, 
Sharon 
Hendrickson, 
Bryan 
Heusinkvelt, 
Peter 
Heusinkvelt, 
Travis & Tara 
Hill, Jennifer 
Hoffman, 
Angie Houser, 
Wendy 
Jackson, 
Nathan Jantzi, 
Joe Jasper, 
Myron and 
Nancy 
Johannes, 
Doug and 
Anne Kallesen, 
Kurt and 
Morgan 
Kapels, Chuck 
and Becky 
Keep, Amber 
Kohl, Gordon 
& Shelly 
Kosch, Mike 
Krumland, 
Jean 
Kurtenbach, 
Leslie Larson, 
Rick and 
Lynda Lemp, 
Madline Ley, 
Nicole 
Lindhorst, 
Mary 
Lippstreu, 
Doug and 
Diana 
Lippstreu, 
Karen Long, 
Steve Long, 
Gary 
Luchsinger, 
Mark Maass, 
Tim Matis, 
Duane 
Matson, Jim 
McCutcheon, 

Dianna 
McElfresh, 
Doug Means, 
Mari Melcher, 
Scott and 
Michelle 
Messersmith, 
Terry and 
Beth Millard, 
Alex Moje, 
Doug and 
Michelle 
Moore, Renee 
Mueller, Tyler 
Mueller, Erin 
Nahorny, Jerry 
and Sharon 
Nauenburg, 
Jeff & Miki 
Naylor, Scot 
Norris, 
Vanessa 
Oceguera, 
Hollie Olk, 
Barb Olson, 
Diane 
Oppliger, 
David and 
Susan 
Oppliger, 
Steve & 
Cammy 
Otten, Fred 
and Mary 
Peach, Doug 
and Lori 
Peters, Dianne 
and Rich 
Peters, John 
and Joan 
Price, Aaron 
Prokopec, Lori 
Pytilk, Tony 
and Sharon 
Raimondo, 
Jana 
Rassmussen, 
Lisa Saenz, 
Chuck 
Sindelar, Mike 
Smith, Al 
Starzec, Shelly 
Steffensmeier, 
Karen 

Stegman, 
Christine and 
Robert 
Steinke, Ryan 
Stevens, Andy 
Seuper, Neal 
and Jo Suess, 
Karol Swan, Jill 
Tate, Chris 
Tenski, Denise 
Thelen, Tom 
Thompson, 
Trent & Kristin 
Tobiason, 
Karla Tremel, 
Neal and 
Megan Valorz, 
Tara & James 
Vasicek, Calos 
Villarreal, Ray 
Weinand, 
Emily and 
Jordan 
Williams, 
Chris and 
Darcy 
Wisehart, 
Larry & Janet 
Zulkoski

GIVING TUESDAY 
CORPORATE 

SPONSOR 
2024 – 15 YEARS



Columbus 
Banking 

Collaborative 
 

“Funding the 
Future”

Loan Pool Participants



Corporate 
Recognition

Leave the Light on Level Raise the Roof Level 
$2,500+ 5,000+



Other 
Corporate 

Financial 
Investors

Black Hills Energy   	              Caesar’s 
Foundation           Columbus Noon 
Lions Club  Dormie Network 	           
Federated Church 	              Fraternal 
Order of Eagles Auxiliary #1834                                         
Friends of the Columbus Area 
Military                                          First 
Interstate Bank                    First 
United Methodist Church   Golf 
Status	                    Great Plains 
State Bank           Peace Lutheran 
Church                  St. John’s ELCA                  
Valentino’s 



Grants Department of Economic Development
FNBO
Federal Home Loan Bank of Topeka/Omaha Area Habitat
United Way Partner Agency



Gift in Kind donors 
for building  

House 15 & 16 
 

Gifts in Kind exceeding 
$200,000

Annual Home Construction Program 

Aaron Wilson Construction	 Lakeview Small Engines	 	 A & H Building Supply	              Loup 
Power District	AMGL, PC	 	 	 Lynda Lemp, Thrivent	      Appraisal Advantage	
Mead Lumber		 	 B-D Construction	            Obrist Plumbing	 Big H Home 
Services 	 	 Pearl Moments Photography	             Black Hills Energy	 Pella Windows Blum’s 
Quality Flooring	 Platte Valley Precast	       Callaway Rolloff (Hilltop Rolloffs)	 	
	 Reardon Lawn & Garden	     Carrizales Concrete Construction	 	 	
Red Door Designs	              Casa Construction 	 Reece Industries	 	 Cammy 
Otten Mary Kay Unit	         Reliable Seamless Gutters	 Casey’s General Store	 	
Rustic Lux                                               Chris Lovci Construction	 Renee Held	 	 	
CK Grill and Bar                               Riverside Portables	 Columbus Express Laundry	 	 RMRZ 
Construction                       Columbus Screen Printing	 Roger’s Sod Company	 	 Columbus 
Steel Supply	             Royal Vines Cleaning	 Commonwealth Electric	 	 Schieffer Signs		                
Earl May 	 	 Schumacher, Smejkal, Brokhaus & Herley	 First National Bank of Omaha         Sherwin 
Williams	 Gehring Construction & Ready-Mix	 Speicher Electric	          Grace’s Coffee Shop	
Three Amigos Construction	 	 Great Plains Building Supply	    Valentino’s	 	
Hagerbaumer Drywall	 	 Van Diest Heating & Cooling	                  Hy Vee	 	
Walker Foundations	 	 I.E.N. Construction	              Walt Kitrell	 	
John and Lauren Hogue	 	 Westbrook Lanes/Lamplighter Lounge Kelly Feehan – UNL Extension 
Office	 	 	 Whirlpool	                                         KLIR	 	 Wilke 
Landscape	 	 Koch Excavating	         3EKorth Roofing	 3TEN Building	                                                     
Lakeview Community Schools		



Habitat for 
Humanity 
International 
Annual Tithe 
Program

HFH of Columbus has tithed $37,000 from 
2011-2024

HFH of Columbus  tithe has served 
8.3 international families from 

2011-2024



Resource 
Development 

Committee



Family Support 
Committee



Family Selection 
Committee

In August 2023, the Committee had two orientation sessions for the 2023 
house. Flyers were distributed to local health and human service organizations, 
churches and posted at several businesses. The sessions were also advertised 
through radio ads, the Columbus Telegram, and on Facebook. The two sessions had 
excellent attendance numbers with approximately 23 families. Nine applications 
were received, which led to 8 home visits being conducted. The
committee met multiple times to review the applications and narrow down the 
applicants to give a recommendation at the November board meeting.

Extra efforts were made in the last year to publish orientation and application 
opportunities that included a month-long banner displayed on the corner of First 
Nebraska Bank and an information center board being added at the New Hope 
Community Garden. The committee has also reviewed and updated the committee 
information and policies for the Affiliate Operating Manual.

Ron Ernst, Kevin Johnson and Angie  Houser Co Chairmen



Construction 
Committee



Faith Relations

The Faith Relations Committee is looking for a champion that will embrace the leadership 
needed for the role of the committee within the Habitat organization and keeping everything 
Christ focused and building relationships with our local Christian churches. 

Until that time, the Executive Director works on keeping our churches informed of our 
activities and any opportunities for members to live out their faith and help care for God’s 
people. 

One of the important events is the Giving Trees hosted by the local Catholic parishes.  This 
project was put on hold due to new priests in the area  Each year, a tree with different 
giving opportunities is displayed in the churches.  These trees are an important part of our 
fundraising efforts and involvement from those churches. 

We also work on involving churches with our annual build program.  Many churches provide 
build days, food and other support.   

Thrivent Action Teams also provide a lot of financial assistance to these programs.



Veteran Committee

●2024 Accomplishments: 
•*Served area veterans by participating in two VFW Fish Frys 

•*Received a donated property of a small house and household     
goods.  Held auction.  Demolished uninhabitable home.  Sold lot with 
funds designated by family for a future Veteran single family home 

•*Demolished and constructed a 140’ deck and upgraded wheelchair 
access for a Veteran’s widow.



Campus 
Committee

This year was another successful year for the Habitat for Humanity Campus 
Committee.  
We worked very hard on our annual Cookie Kit Fundraiser to prepare for the projects 
we would be building for not one, but two, Habitat houses in the summer. We reached 
out to local stores to see if we could get any supplies donated, and we also wrote 
letters to numerous local businesses for donations to increase our profit. This was a 
huge success with 433 dozen cookies sold that brought in $5,100 in gross sales. The 
volunteers from all four area high schools were able to come together and put on our 
biggest fundraiser, allowing us to make a house feel more like a home for two families 
in our community.  
Over the summer many members from Columbus High, Scotus, Lakeview, and 
Nebraska Christian came together again to work on the projects of the two Habitat 
houses. Our projects for the houses consisted of assembling bedroom storage, picking 
out and providing bedding and comforters, custom built bed and bunk beds, and hand-
made quilts. Those involved with the projects attended the dedication and were able to 
meet and see the reactions of the children when seeing their new rooms for the first 
time.  

 
Ayla Janssen, Campus Committee President



Second Annual Habitat FORE! Humanity Golf 
Sponsors

SAVE THE DATE
Third Annual

Habitat FORE! Humanity

Golf Outing

Elks Country Club

Friday, June 27, 2025

Registration Coming Soon



Strategic Plan

●  Goals
● Build three houses per year, every year in Columbus
●Gain 250 Club 82 members
● Build more Tier 1 churches
●Develop Veteran Build Program
● Evaluate feasibility of ReStore
●Develop New Hope 3
● Establish sustainable streams of revenue
●Have a successful golf fundraiser event and women’s event


